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Air Piracy Incident Assisted by Ham Radio 


On Friday night, June 5th, a commuter 
airplane was hijacked while enroute to San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. The pilot of the twin 
engine Grumman "Mallard" seaplane shuttle 
aircraft was a ham. The shuttle service ope- 
rates between St. Thomas, St. Croix and 
Puerto Rico. The pilot, Neil B. Coulston, 
KB4CCW, and his wife, Dr. Mary Lou, KV4KD 
- a marine biologist, are both active amateur 
radio operators. 


When Coulston was approaching San 
Juan, a male passenger came to the cockpit 
and demanded that he be flown to Cuba or he 
would blow up the plane with explosives he 
said he had in his attache case. 


Coulston told the hijacker that he 
didn't have enough fuel on board to make it 
to Cuba. He would have to land to refuel. 
Neil also put out a secret message on the 
plane's UHF frequency that there was an on- 
board emergency. 


Coulston landed in San Juan and taxied 
up to some gas pumps and gassed up. The sev- 
enteen passengers on board were released 
when Coulston agreed to fly to Cuba. He then 
convineed the hijacker that he was going out 
and pay for the gasoline. 


The hijacker remained in the plane 
alone and said he had enough dynamite to 


blow up both the plane and the terminal 
building. Authorities surrounded the plane and 
negotiations initiated. 


Herb Schoenbohm, KF4FZ, Chief of 
Communications for the U.S. Virgin Islands 
police department was contacted. The .31/.91 
two meter repeater was used by Schoenbohm, 


-Coulston, his wife, Mary Lou and KP4CD in 


Puerto Rico for tactical communications at 
the request of the FBI because they believed 
the passenger was from St. Croix. 


The FBI had the name of "E, Mena" as 
the name of the person who had not disem- 
barked from the plane. Schoenbohm recog- 
nized the name of Eddie Mena as that belong- 
ing to a former St. Croix police officer. A 
special telephone hookup from the plane to a 


.trained hostage negotiating team in Atlanta 


was installed by the FBI. This telephone line 
plus the two meter ham band provided the 
needed communications. 


Schoenbohm used the police computer 
to locate someone who had graduated from 
the police academy with Mena. It was deter- 
mined that the hijacker was a Vietnam vet- 
eran who suffered from Post-Vietnam Shock 
Syndrome. 


The negotiations continued on the 
phone lashup and the .31/.91 machine between 
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Mena, his friends and the authorities for some 
seven hours. A,Sharp-shooting team was posi-— 
tioned ...ready to shoot him if necessary. 
Finally, Mena gave up. Neil Coulston, 
KB4CCW, flew the plane back to the Virgin 
Islands the next morning. That's the good 
news. 


The bad news There was serious 
intentional jamming of the repeater during the 
early part of the emergency. Schoenbohm 
identified the jammer as David G. Ackley, 
W4UWH, of St. Thomas, USVI, who was yell- 
ing, making cat calls and constantly calling 
another amateur even though notified that an 
emergency was in progress. 


Ackley is the same amateur that was 
found guilty by the San Juan FCC Field 
Office of previous jamming incidents. His fine 
still has not paid and W4UWH has hired a 
prestigious Washington law firm to represent 
him. He keeps filing for more reviews. 


Schoenbohm tape recorded the W4UWH 
intentional jamming and comments. A felony 
action complaint now has been filed with the 
FBI for deliberate and malicious interference 
with two-way communications during a bona- 
fide emergency. Another charge against Ack- 


ley, hand-earried to Puerto Rico by the pilot | 


of the hijacked plane, has been registered 
with William C. Berry, Engineer in Charge of 
the FCC's San Juan office. 


FBI Special Agent Al Sternecheut 
thanked the amateur communications team for 
providing key information crucial to finalizing 
a potentially tragic incident of air piracy 
without any loss of life or property. 


sepoame 


LAND MOBILE MMENTS OF 220-222 MHZ 


Comments are pouring into the FCC on 
their (Office of Engineering and Technology) 


proposal (NPRM General Docket 87-14) to 
reallocate the top two megahertz of the ama- 
teur 220-225 MHz VHF band to 200 (5 kHz 
wide) narrow band land mobile channels. 


Amateurs are arguing that they need 
to retain 220-222 MHz for weak signal, CW/- 
SSB, moonbounce, repeater control signal and 
EM simplex operation. They further contend 


| 220-225 MHz band. 
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that, contrary to FCC belief — and the 
ARRL Repeater Directory which indicates 220 
MHz band repeater frequency use, that this 
spectrum is well occupied by the amateur 
community. 


At least one major business band radio 
company is already selling 216-222 MHz ACSB 
(narrowband amplitude campandored sideband) 
private land mobile transceivers even though 
the spectrum is not yet available to business 
interests! Aerotron, Inc. (a subsidiary of the 
General Signal Corporation) advertisments 
lead one to believe that this spectrum has 
already been allocated by the FCC to the pri- 
vate land mobile service. Such is not the 
case. 


Aerotron had their hands slapped by 
the FCC and they have now agreed to wait 
until the Commission rules on Docket 87-14 
before proceeding further with their 220 MHz 
business band marketing effort. We picked up 
Aerotron's formal comments last week in 
Washington. Their comments are fairly indica- 
tive of the land mobile industry's thinking. 
Aerotron said: 


(1.) | ACSB (whieh is now an Aerotron reg- 
istered trade mark) systems were developed 
by Sideband Technology, Inc. between 1980 
and 1982. STI was one of the original peti- 
tioners for land mobile spectrum from the 
This firm was later pur- 
chased by Aerotron in 1984. 


(2.) _'"...the Commission 's proposal to allo- 
cate spectrum in the 220-MHz band (to pri- 
vate land mobile) was not a surprise (and) ...is 
a logical extension of the Commission's 
efforts to preserve the precious little remain- 
ing spectrum by insisting on the use of spec- 
trum efficient technologies." 


(3.) "Aerotron is fully aware of the con- 
eerns voiced by amateurs regarding the Com- 
mission's proposals... We have many close 
associations with amateur radio people and 
many are employed by Aeroton." 


"Amateurs have only been allowed sec- 
ondary use of the 220-225 MHz band because 
of the primary allocation to government 
radio-location operations. Although these 
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allocations will be almost completely phased 
out by 1990, WARC-79 gave the amateurs 
only co-primary status along with fixed and 
land mobile services, thus continuing to place 
amateurs in jeopardy of losing the entire 
band to those services. The Commission's pro- 
posal in the Notice should be supported by 
perceptive amateurs because it proposes to 
give them exclusive primary use of 222-225 
MHz. Amateurs should view this proposed 
action as a very positive step, because it 
would tend to eliminate the nebulous nature 
of the previous allocation." 


(4.) "The Commission's research has indica- 
ted that only minor use is made of the 220- 
225 MHz frequencies by amateurs. This agrees 
with earlier findings of the National Telecom- 
munications and Information Administration, 
The Commission's proposals in this Notice 
would not affect the newly granted Novice 
class amateur privileges for this band. The 
new Novice privileges are restricted to fre- 
quencies above 222.1 MHz." 


(5.) "There will be a few amateurs 
affected by this new proposed alloceation and 
Aerotron believes those few have the techni- 
eal capability to move up to the new 222-225 
MHz range. In addition, we believe that the 
amateurs' experience with narrowband opera- 
tion will encourage them to expand their use 
of this technology if they feel a shortage of 
spectrum." 


COMMENTS OF SEA, INC, ON 220-222 MHz. 


SEA, Inc., formerly Stephens Engineer- 
ing Associates, also manufactures and markets 
ACSB radio equipment. 


(1.) "SEA is sensitive to the needs of the 
amateur radio community. All elements of the 
land mobile industry in this country include 
amateur radio enthusiasts among their mem- 
bers or employees, and SEA is no exception. 
If the Commission's proposals in the Notice 
are adopted, the Amateur Radio Service will 
lose a portion of its current secondary alloca- 
tion in the 220-MHz band but will gain exelu- 
sive use of the portion that remains" 


(2.) Historically, amateurs have been per- 
‘mitted only secondary use of the 220-225 MHz 
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band because the primary allocation was re- 
served for government radiolocation opera- 
tions. ...The Commission's proposal in this 
proceeding to give the Amateur Radio Service 
an exclusive primary allocation of 222-225 
MHz should be viewed by the amateur com- 
munity as a positive step, because (1.) it 
removes the current uncertainty respecting 
loss of the entire 220-MHz allocation and 
cements a solid primary — and basically 
exclusive — allocation;. and (2.) leaves the 
Amateur Radio Service with a three mega- 
hertz segment that is more than adequate to 
meet current and forseeable needs." 


(3.) "Commission research demonstrates 
that amateur radio operators make very lim- 
ited used of the existing 220-MHz allocation. 
«Indeed the light use made of the 220-MHz 
band was one reason it — rather than the 144 
MHz "2 meter" band -- was chosen as the 
starting-point for new Novice-class VHF/UHF 
voice privileges." 


(4.) "An amateur population of 425,000 
licensees has access to 69 MHz of VHF/UHF 
spectrum. This amounts to the availability of 
1.62 MHz. of available spectrum in the 30- 
1000 MHz range for each 10,000 amateurs. By 
comparison, the private land mobile radio ser- 
vices have 90.8 MHz of VHF/UHF spectrum in 
the 30-1000 MHz range which is occupied by 
at least 8 million transmitters. That usage 
represents the availability of 0.11 MHz for 
each 10,000 private land mobile transmitters." 


"Thus, attributing one VHF/UHF trans- 
mitter to each amateur radio licensee — a 
"worst ease" assumption because many licen- 
sees confine their operations to the high-fre- 
queney bands — amateur radio operators have 
14.3 times more spectrum available per trans- 
mitter than do licensees in the land mobile 
radio service. ...licensees in the Amateur 
radio service are very generously endowed 
with spectrum in the prime VHF/UHF fre- 
queney ranges most suitable for land mobile 
operations." 


(5.) "Por at least four years, the amateur 
radio community has been on notice of the 
Commission's interest in reallocating a portion 
of the 220-MHz band to alleviate spectrum 
shortfalls in the private land mobile services. 
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“During that time that has been no perceptible 
inerease in the use of the 220-MHz band by 
amateur operators and no documentation that 
the band is so heavily used that it could not 
accommodate the reduced allocation proposed 
by the Commission. (We conclude) that the 
amateur community will not be deprived, or 
even seriously inconvenienced, by reallocation 
-of 2 MHz of spectrum sorely needed to 
accommodate the rapid growth in demand for 
land mobile channels." 


seceme 


VIDEO TRANSMITTER IMPORTER CONVICTED 


A federal jury in Las Vegas has con- 
vieted Joseph Andre Ali on nine counts of 
importing and selling illegal video transmit- 
ters. An identical verdict was returned 
against Ali's corporation, Orion Industries 
International of Las Vegas. 


Ali had imported and sold the illegal 
devices under the name TV Genie and had 
failed to file the necessary forms notifying 
the FCC of the operation. The TV Genie was 
designed to connect a video source, such as a 
VCR or camera and transmitting the signal 
over the air to a nearby television receiver. 
Commission regulations do not permit this 
type of operation because of the potential for 
interferring with legitimate users of the fre- 
quencies to which such devices are perset. 


Ali was found to have sold over 27,000 
of the items after his corporation received a 
second warning that the devices were prohib- 
ited. Before searches and seizures halted Ali's 
operation, net profits to his company ex- 
eeeded $900,000. Ali could receive nine one- 
year prison sentences and fines of over 
$1,000,000. 


James Zoulek, Assistant Engineer-in- 
Charge of the FCC's Field Operations 
Bureau's Long Beach (California) District 
Office organized and directed this investiga- 
tion. ee 
INTERNATIONAL 
AMATEUR RADIO ARRANGEMENTS... 


From time to time the FCC sends out 
a Publie Notice advising amateurs of the in- 
ternational amateur radio arrangements in 


RECIPROCAL OPERATING ARRANGEMENTS 
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The United States has an agreement 
with the United Nations permitting third-party 
traffie with amateur service stations 4U1ITU 
in Geneva, Switzerland, and 4UI1VIC in 
Vienna, Austria. 


ae 


Pan 


International amateur service radio- 
communications are limited by the Interna- 
tional Radio Regulations. They must be in 
plain language and consist only of messages of 
a technical nature relating to tests and to 
remarks of a personal character for which, by 
reason of their unimportance, recourse to the 
public telecommunications service is not justi- 
fied. (§Part 97.111) Business messages are, of 
course, prohibited. ) (§Part 97.114) 


Dera 


Nadi: 


Jate 


At the end of an exchange of interna- 
tional third-party traffic, the FCC-licensed 
amateur service station must transmit the call 
sign of the foreign amateur service station in 
addition to its own eall sign (§Part 97.84) 


We have developed a complete Novice Package that 


) en___& an 


The United States has arrangments to 
grant reciprocal operating permits to visiting 
alien amateur service licensees. A foreign 
national who will be in the United States for 
an extended period of time is encouraged to 
obtain an FCC amateur service license, An 
FCC-issued amateur service license may be 
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MARCH VE PROGRAM STATISTICS.... 
March 1986 

*76 

342 


No. VEC's: 


No Testing Sessions: 
ARRL: iis 29% 2 43.5% 


W5YI: 14.9% | 31.5% 
DeVRY: 6.1% 5.9% 
CAVEC: 7.0% 5.2% 
Others: 21.4% 13.9% 


No. Elements Administered: 
ARRL: 60.5% 52.5% 
W5YI: 11.0% 20.3% 
CAVEC: 7.4% 7.2% 
DeVRY 4.4% 4.7% 
Others: 16.7% 15.3% 

Year-to-Date Elements Adm:15,501 


No. Applicants Tested: 4,637 
ARRL: 60.2% 52.1% 


WOYI: 10.7% 20.8% 
@AVEC: "7.5%. 6.6% 
DeVRY: 4.7% 4.9% 
Others: 16.9% 15.6% 
Year-to-Date Appl. Tested: 10,607 


Pass/Upgrade Rate, All: 62.2% 
Pass/Upgrade Rate, W5YI: 62.7% 
Applicants per Session: 13.6 
Appl. per Session/W5YI: 10.2 
No. Elements Per Appl.: 1.5 
No. Sessions Per VEC: 4.5 


Administrative Errors by VE's/VEC's 
Defective Applications: 0.9% 


Late Filed Sessions: 2.1% 
Defective Reports: 3.2% 


3 The FCC sent us 
PROGRAM STATISTICS together, March and 
April 1987. They must be catching up. We 
have digested these reports for your informa- 
tion. Basically the reports show that, although 
there are more than 20 different VEC groups, 
only four VEC organizations account for 85% 
of the testing "market." None, except the 
WSYI-VEC program, shows any growth over 
last year. This growth — nearly double last 
year — is due partially to several VEC groups 
opting to join us rather than continue as a 
separate VEC themselves. (Metroplex, Dune- 
din, AE4N ...and other VEC's are now W5YI 
testing centers. Practically none of the re- 
cently disaceredited VEC's are really out of 
the testing business.) 
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April 1986 
*76 
337 


No. VEC's: 


No Testing Sessions: 
ARRL: aie 1% 5 45.2% 


W5YI: 14.5% 2) 25.7% 
DeVRY: 5.0% 5.1% 
CAVEC: 3.0% 7.9% 
Others: 21.4% 16.1% 


No. Elements Administered: 
ARRL: 62.3% 54.3% 
W5YI: 12.5% 19.1% 
CAVEC: 5.9% 5.5% 
DeVRY 3.7% 3.4% 
Others: 15.6% 17.7% 
Year-to-Date Elements Adm:22,119 


No. Applicants Tested: 4,470 
ARRL: 61.6% 52.6% 


W5YI: 10.5% 17.5% 
CAVEC: 6.0% 5.2% 
DeVRY: 4.7% 4.1% 
Others: 17.2% 20.6% 
Year-to-Date Appl. Tested: 


Pass/Upgrade Rate, All: 

Pass/Upgrade Rate, W5YI: 
Applicants per Session: 13.3 
Appl. per Session/W5Y1: 10.0 
No. Elements Per Appl.: 1.5 
No. Sessions Per VEC: 4.4 


Administrative Errors by VE's/VEC's 
Defective Applications: 0.4% 


Late Filed Sessions: 0.3% 
Defective Reports: 3.3% 


* = The FCC considers ARRL, W5YI, and 
DeVry to be 13 VEC's each since VEC's are 
appointed on a regional basis. The 13 
regions are: 1 through 9@ plus Pacific, 
Alaska and Carribean Insular areas. 

[Souree: FCC, Washington, D.C. 20554] 


ora 


6,618 


26,383 
4,736 


15,055 


58.2% 
54.7% 


17,116 
61.1% 


LIBERALIZED ANTENNA HEIGHT IN K.C..... 


PRB-1, the FCC's declaration that 
antennas and their structures lie in the fed- 
eral domain and must not be unfairly regula- 
ted, played the major part in allowing ama- 
teurs higher antennas in Kansas City recently. 


K9TLM/Tom Bishop's antenna had been 
cited for being higher than the allowed "five 
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obtained by anyone, regardless of nationality, 
upon passing the requisite qualifying examina- 
tions. 


Where an alien has taken advantage of 
the opportunity to hold an FCC-issued 
license, there is no need for a reciprocal per- 
mit, since that person may operate an ama- 
teur stion in his or her own right. Neither a 
United States citizen, regardless of any other 
citizenship also held, nor an alien holding an 
FCC-issued amateur service license is eligible 
for an FCC-isued reciprocal permit. When an 
alien holding an FCC-issued reciprocal permit 
obtains an FCC-issued amateur service 
license, that person's operator privileges 
derive from the FCC license, Thus, when an 
alien obtains an FCC-issued amateur service 
license, it supersedes any FCC-issued recipro- 
eal permit held. 


An alien may apply for a permit to ope- 
rate his/her amateur service station in areas 
where telecommuniecations are regulated by 
the FCC if the alien is a citizen of one of 
the following countries and also holds an ama- 
teur service license from that same country: 


Austria 
Belgium 


Botswana 
Canada (**) Chile 
Costa Rica Cyprus 
Dominean Republic Ecuador 
Fiji Finland 
France (ineluding: French Guiana, Freneh 
Polynesia - Gambier, Marquesas, Society and 
Tubal Islands and Tuamotu Apchipelago 
Guadeloupe Ile Amsterdam Ile St. Paul 
Ilse Crozet Iles Kerguelen Martinique 
New Caledonia Saint Piere & Miguelon 
Reunion Wallis & Futuna Islands) 
Fed. Rep. Germany Greece Grenada 
Guatemala Guyana Haiti 
Honduras Iceland India 
Indonesia Rpublie of Ireland Israel 
Italy Jamaica Japan 
Jordan Kiribati Kuwait 
Liberia Luxembourg Monaco 
Netherlands Neth. Antilles New Zealand 
Nicaragua Norway Panama 
Paraguay Peru Philippines 
Portugal St. Lucia Seychelles 
Sierra Leone Solomon Isl. South Africa 


Australia 
Barbados 
Bolivia 


Argentina 
The Bahamas 
Belize 
Brazil 
Colombia 
Denmark 

El Salvador 
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Surinamne Sweden 
Switzerland Trinidad & Tobago Tuvalu 
United Kingdom (ineluding Bermuda, British 
Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Falkland Isl., 
Gibraltar, Hong Kong, Montserrat, St. Helena & 
Turks & Caicos Islands) Uruguay 
Venezuela and Yugoslavia 


Spain 


(*#* The arrangement with Canada permits ope- 
ration by Canadian amateur service stations 
in the U.S. without obtaining a reciprocal 
operating permit and vice versa.) 


An alien amateur service operator may 
apply for a permit by completing FCC Form 
610-A, available from any FCC office or, in 
some eases from U.S. missions abroad. The 
permit is valid for one year or until the 
expiration date on the alien's amateur service 
license, whichever comes first. The applica- 
tion and a photocopy of the alien's amateur 
service license should be sent to: FCC, 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 USA. 


Amateur service station transmissions in 
areas where telecommunications are regulated 
by the FCC must comply with Part 97 of the 
FCC's rules and the International Radio Reg- 
ulations. Operator privileges in the U.S. are 
those authorized by the permittee's own gov- 
ernment, but not to exceed those of the FCC 
Amateur Extra operator. ($Part 97.7) 


U.S amateur operators wishing to apply 
for a reciprocal permit in a foreign country 
should contact the teleecommunications regula- 
tory authority for the country to be visited. 
The regulations of that country apply. 

FCC Public Notice #3500, June 4, 1987 

® The best book that the ARRL publishes 
is their annual FCC RULE BOOK. It contains 
more than just an up-to-date $Part 97. Includ- 
ed are (1.) how FCC rules are made ...and 
how you ean participate (2.) international 
radio regulations (3.) Communications Act of 
1934 (4.) how the Novice VE and newer VEC 
programs operate (5.) band plans (6.) what you 
ean, and can't, do on ham radio (7.) a new 
section on the Novice Enhancement rules 
...(8.) and much, much more! The 1987 (over 
200 page) edition (just off the press last 
week) is available from us: $5.00 plus $1.50 
postage/shipping. Be sure to order your copy 
today! W5YI-VEC, PO Box #10101, Dallas, TX 
75207. Shipped within 24 hours. 
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feet above residential rooftop". Rather than 
fight the ordinance, Tom and his attorney 
(Rod Richardson/WAQHHX) decided to get it 
revised, Richardson convinced the city legal 
staff that amateur antennas five feet above 
rooftop were not adequate for most ham com- 
munication purposes. He recommended a maxi- 


mum height of 60 feet and a safety setback 


of one-third the height from adjoining prop- 
erty. 


The city was also sent model antenna 
ordinanees as supplied by the ARRL. The 
Heart of America Radio Club developed an 
amateur radio information packet to send to 
each city council member. On May 15th, the 
council agreed 12-0 to adopt the new 60 foot 
amateur antenna height and cited the FCC's 
PRB-l pronouncement as the leagl basis for 
the change! 


PROTECTING 


sree 


MMUNICATIONS SATELLITES 


Nick Leggett/N3NL is still concerned 
that parties hostile to the United States could 
knoek out America's communications satellite 
network. In his comments on RM-4206, which 
looks toward rules that would reduce interfer- 
ence to communications satellites, Leggett 
asks for protective measures that would pro- 
teet satellites from damage caused by elec- 
tromagnetic pulse effect and uplink jamming. 


EMP is a wave of electromagnetic 
energy from a high level nuclear device that 
ean travel for hundreds — or thousands — of 
miles. According to Leggett, communications 
satellites would react to EMP as if it were 
hit by man-made lightning. Leggett says that 
third world nations hostile to the U.S. (such 
as Libya, Iran, the PLO or IRA) will have this 
capability "soon." 


Asking that the FCC require satellite 
protective measures, Leggett said it is easy 
to jam uplink satellites, "it is a game many 
ean play. It is within easy financial, techno- 
logieal and logistical reach for small countries 
with big gripes; terrorist groups seeking a 
new route to upheaval and publicity; and even 
disgruntled individuals using surplus equip- 
ment." (We found out how easy it is to jam 
satellites last year when an amateur radio 
operator used a commercial teleport to put 
HBO off the air for a short time.) 
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225-230 MHZ FM-BROADCAST BAND DENIED 


Amateurs will not be having a new FM 
broadeast band as a neighbor above the 220- 
MHz ham band. The FCC's Office of Engi- 
neering and Technology has turned down the 
WRNJ (Radio New Jersy/Hacketstown) petition 
to allow daytime AMers with poor nighttime 
signals to move to the 225-230 MHz band. 


The new "FM2" band was denied pri- 
marily because that spectrum is already allo- 
cated to the military who were using the band 
for "national security interests." The military 
would not say just what operations were on- 
going there. The spectrum appears unused. 


We now understand that RNJ is plan- 
ning to petition for the adjacent 220-225 MHz 
amateur band! Apparently Radio New Jersey 
knows little about WARC spectrum allocation 
matters. While it is true that broadcasting is 
authorized at 220-225 MHz in Regions 1 and 
3, there is no such allocation in our hemi- 
sphere, Region 2. 


e Is military radar now obsolete? An art- 
icle in the May 25th Washington Post leads to 
that conelusion. It says that the Soviets have 
been building missiles that do not rely on 
radar since its signals can be intercepted and 
jammed. Instead they are converting to opti- 
cal guidance which can't be detected since 
there is no electronic signal emitted. The opt- 
ical system is essentially a sensitive television 
which can only be used in good weather. Dur- 
ing bad weather, the Soviets use missiles 
whieh lock onto an attacking radar signal. 
Article, written by a Department of Defense 
analyst, says our radar gives out too much 
information - such as type, number and loca- 
tion of ships and aircraft. 


e Business band radios operating above 
25-MHz will no longer have external controls 


used to program in unauthorized transmit fre- 
quencies if the FCC gets their way. Accord- 


.ing to a NPRM issued May 20, 1987, land 


mobile transceivers must have an "inaccessible 
frequency programming scheme available only 
to service/maintenance personnel" to preclude 
illegal user operation on less congested spec- 
trum. The new rules will not apply to aireraft 
two-way radios. (PR Docket 86-37) 


WSYI REPORT..... 


REPLY COMMENTS ON SCANNER LABELING 


Regeney Electronics has filed Reply 
Comments on its petition asking that labels be 
affixed to scanners as an acceptable method 
of alerting consumers that it is against the 
law to receive certain radio frequencies - 
particularly cellular phone calls. 


Regency said "What the cellular indus- 
try failed to achieve in Congress, it now 
seeks to extract from the Commission. ...The 
cellular industry had every opportunity, and 
took advantage of every opportunity, to con- 
vinee Congress to ban the manufacture, dis- 
tribution and marketing of receivers capable 
of intercepting the cellular spectrum. The 
cellular industry failed in that effort. Con- 
gress refused to adopt a ban on the manufac- 
ture, distribution or sale of scanning equip- 
ment," 


"The cellular industry has refused to 
bear any of the burden of protecting its tech- 
nology from interception. It failed abysmally 
in developing scrambled technology for cellu- 
lar telephone use. Rather, it sought federal 
legislation which instructed the public not to 
listen." 


" .,.Underlying its opposition, which 
the cellular commenters refuse to acknow- 
ledge, is the cellular industry's concern that 
alerting the public that intentional, unautho- 
rized interception of cellular frequencies is 
illegal will publicize the fact that domestic 
cellular systems are not _ technologically 
secure. The cellular industry can not have it 
both ways." 


e The July 1987 .issue of Commodore 
Magazine contains an article by Gerhard 
Schilling, AI6I, entitled ENIGMA. It discusses 
ancient and modern eryptology and transforms 
a C-64 or 128 into a real cipher machine. A 
reference reminds amateurs not to send ciph- 
ered messages over-the-air. 


e The August 1987 issue has a game pro- 
gram titled "Radio Search" also by Shilling. 
Here the C-64 is transformed into a sophisti- 
eated radio detection console with analog and 
digital displays, radar indicator and descrip- 
tion of messages being received. The task is 
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to fine a terrorist station illegally transmit- 
ting in the 40 meter ham band. Many trans- 
missions from U.S. and foreign amateur and 
broadcast stations can be detected. Success 
depends on the correct recognition of various 
clues, including call sign identification and 
some knowledge of Morse code. 


e The Associated Press carried an arti- 
cle about ham operators handling Mother's 
Day messages to moms! of military servicemen 
across the nation - thanks to a toll-free ser- 
vice offered by a long distance company. C.L. 
"Pinky" Roberts (no call given) handled eigh- 
teen calls from one spot, the Tampa, a U.S. 
Coast Guard cutter on drug patrol in the Car- 
ibbean. 


ISRAELI HAMS CONTACT JORDAN'S JY1.... 


Ron Gang, 4Z4MK, in Israel tells of 
the Israel Radio Club's 1987 Easter operation 
from five different sites of biblical signifi- 
eance. 4X9B operated from Bethlehem, 4X2J 
from Jerusalem, 4X7T from Mount Tabor, 
4X3N from Nazareth and 4X8S from Mount 
Carmel. 


One of the highlights of the event 
occurred with King Hussein of Jordan, JY1, 
visiting the home of a radio amateur in Eng- 
land contacted two of the above special sta- 
tions. He cordially wished those contacted a 
happy Passover! 


Communications by Israeli amateurs 
with Jordan are prohibited, but since the King 
was operating an English station, no ‘rules! 
were broken. Ron said the 'ice was broken’, 
however. 


Newspapers in Israel reported this on 
their front pages and now Israeli amateurs are 
anxiously awaiting legalization of 4X-JY 
QSO's. "If ping-pong diplomacy thawed U.S.- 
China relations, possibly ham radio ean do the 
same for Jordan and Israel," Ron reported 


The Israel Amateur Radio Club operated 
around the ecloek from April 14-21 and made 
over 40,000 QSOs. A special award is avail- 
able for contacting four out of five stations. 
(6 IRCs or equivalent to: Easter-87 Award, 
P.O. Box #4099, Tel-Aviv 61040, Israel.) 
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The DARA scholarships are open to 
any FCC licensed amateur graduating from 
high school in the year the awards are given. 
There are no restrictions on license class or 
course of study. Applications are accepted 
from January lst to May 15th - with the win- 
ners announced on June Ist. 
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license preparation materials. 


e Our announcement that the Commission 
was considering "instant Novice operating 
privileges" has elicited many amateur com- 
ments to the FCC, None that we saw were 
opposed - all in favor. A side benefit to hav- 
ing the examiner allow his ham call to be 
used on-the-air with a suffix indicating the 
station is a new Novice is that the VE would 
be careful in his selection of candidates. 
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® FCC has issued a NPRM proposing to 
permit existing and future licensees of two- 
way mobile Radio Common Carrier frequen- 
cies to use the spectrum in any manner they 
see fit - including reselling. Radio common 
earriers (paging/telephone/alarm/telemetry/- 
repeater/simplex mobile, ete.) services would 
even be free to use paired frequency channels 
for two different purposes or to completely 
change frequency use if marketplace changes 
demand. Comments close 7/2/87. 


® Prices of personal computers are drop- 
ping sharply in light of the IBM's April 
announcement of their new PC line ...and an 
accompanying price reduction on existing 
models. Practically every company has re- 
duced their prices including Tandy, AT&T, 
Zenith, Epson... Expect to pay about 20% less 
for IBM clones. 


to: W5YI-VEC; P.O. Box #10101; Dallas, Texas 75207. A certif- 


e Apparently there is some sort of prob- 
lem with intravenous pumps, a medical elec- 
tronie device, malfunetioning when in a low 
powered 2-meter RF field. There have been 
many documented instances in Canada. 


ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 
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An amusing story appeared in the May 
24th Palm Beach Post about a curling iron 
belonging to a lady in Fullerton, California, 
receiving obscene CB transmissions. The FCC 
said it probably was the result of nearby 
illegal high-power CB operation but that it 
would take them some 3 years to get to it. 


AMATEUR PETITIONS FO R_RESTRUCTURING 


Sheffield P. Wilds, W4GVD, of Pineola, 
N.C. has filed a well written petition seeking 
to reduce the number of amateur radio opera- 
tor classes from five to two. 


Sheffield, who has been licensed for 
nearly fifty years, argues that the FCC has 
seen fit to dismantle its commercial licensing 
program. "...(In) today's unregulated environ- 
ment, the FCC has ‘'de-regulated' licensing 
requirements in almost all phases of radio, 
except the Amateur Radio Service." 


He asks that the 1950's vintage Class 
A and Class B amateur licensing system be 
re-established. Sheffield contends that the 
amateur radio environment has completely 
changed sinee the fifties when almost all 
transmitting equipment was built and main- 
tained by the operator. 


"In 1987, we have five classes of Ama- 
teur license. ...very few transmitters are built 
by the licensee ...maintenance is almost uni- 
versally performed by skilled technicians of 
the manufacturer or an authorized agency. 
..The armed forees and commercial agencies 
have practically no use of trained CW opera- 
tors. We have many thousands of highly port- 
able transceivers that can give us emergency 
communications vastly superior to the old 
days, and not requiring a large amount of 
technical knowledge to operate effectively." 


‘With this in mind, the question arises 
as to the necessity of the expenditure of fed- 
eral funds to maintain five classes of license, 
with all of the paperwork required with no 
apparent benefit to the public and very little 
benefit to the Amateur Service beyond the 
‘snob appeal’ or "merit badge" precept of the 
Boy Scouts." Sheffield said he thought "recog- 
nition" could be achieved through certificates 
issued by the ARRL at no cost to the govern- 
ment, 


WSYI REPORT..... 


Sheffield proposed that the FCC re- 
structure the Amateur licensing system to 
eliminate all current license classes and re- 
place them with two classes ...such as Class B 
and Class A. 


"Class B would combine current Novice 
and Technician classes with the operating 
privileges as currently structured for the 
Technician. The licensing requirements would 
be the same as the Novice requirements that 
recently went into effect." 


"Privileges would read ‘all amateur 
frequencies and modes above 28 MHz. with a 
power limit of 250 watts output from the 
transmitter. Current privileges below 28 MHz 
would be retained." 


"Class A would combine the privileges 
of the current General, Advanced and Extra 
licensees. The examination would remain 
about the same as currently required for the 
General Class with the CW requirement re- 
duced to 10 wpm — if indeed the Commission 
decided that there is any necessity or a re- 
quirement beyond the 5 wpm level." 


"With CW becoming more and more 
obsolescent technically there seems to me 
that there is less and less reason to make it a 
stumbling block in the Amateur Service. It is 
almost the same as making knowledge of co- 
hearers, loop modulation, spark-gap technol- 
ogy or cat's whiskers, ete., part of current 
testing." 


"Reducing the number of classes to 
two would also eliminate the requirements for 
the controversial call-sign system that has 
evolved over the years, also serving as status 
symbols that do not justify the costs." 


"With only two classes, if there is a 
desireability that call-signs designate license 
elass, all newly issued calls would return to a 
semblance of the system previously used. Such 
a system could issue 2X3 calls beginning with 
a K for Class B and beginning with a W for 
Class A. Most all KC-KZ X3 and WE-WZ X3 
ealls would be available. This would eliminate 
a lot of paperwork and computer time over 
the present system." 


(Petition for Rulemaking, filed w/FCC 6/2/87) 


Page #10 


June 15, 1987 
SPECIAL EVENT CALL SIGNS ARE BACK.... 


Or at least so it seems. Special U.S. 


Constitution Bicentennial call signs will be 


issued by the ARRL to selected club and indi- 
viduals for use during one week beginning 
December 1987. Approved amateur stations 
will be able to substitute "200" for their reg- 
ular call sign district. The League will advise 
the FCC which stations will be using the 
"200" ...and when. (Has the FCC already de- 
cided who the SCSC — Special Call Sign Co- 
ordinator — will be?) 


We also understand that the ARRL is 
trying to get FCC approval to coordinate the 
Tenth Pan American Games special event sta- 
tion from W9PAX (Pan American "X" for Ten) 
to W87PAX. W9PAX will be operational dur- 
ing the games being held in Indianapolis, Indi- 
ana, August 7 through 23, 1987. W9PAX will 
be on the CW airwaves from August 1-23 ope- 
rating 30 kHz up from the bottom of each 
band (1.8 to 28 MHz). SSB operation: 1.850, 
3.850, 7.250, 14.250, 21.350 and 28.550 MHz. 


"The purpose of W9PAX is to extend 
to all amateurs of the participating Nations, 
and amateurs throughout the world, the ex- 
pression of good will from all Indiana ama- 
teurs." That's how the PR stuff reads. Inter- 
estingly ...the W9PAX call actually comes 
from Wisconsin! Gordon Miller of Wisconsin 
Rapids "loaned" his call sign to the special 
event effort since there was no sure way of 
getting a unique Pan American call sign. 


W9PAX will also be handling traffic 
(via direct contact with W9JP located at Ath- 
lete's Village) to the the homes of the partic- 
ipants and back again. Messages will go via 
the National Traffic System. 


Colorful Tenth Pan American Games 
QSLs will be available - with a certificate on 
tap for those that work W9PAX (W87PAX?) 


on three different bands ...or working PAX 
onee and one station each from any three of 
the participating Pan American Nations .,.or 
PAX once and three Indiana stations. (Send 
QSL — or, for certificate, list with signal 
reports, date and time of contact — to: 
W9PAX, PO Box #18495, Indianapolis, IN 
46218-0495.) 


